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Environmental operations



ENVIRONMENTAL OPERATIONS

• Participation of Belgian customs in environmental operations

• Previous operations:
• Demeter

• Safe and Secure Trade Lanes (SSTL)

• OLAF

• Silver Axe

• Benefralux



Role of Belgian customs in 
the Demeter operations



ROLE OF BELGIAN CUSTOMS IN 
THE DEMETER OPERATIONS

• Cooperation between customs & Environmental Inspectorate (NCA)

• Risk profiles are drawn with input & priority setting from environment

• Support in physical and documentary checks on waste shipments

• Handling of seizures is done by the Environmental Inspectorate

• Support by customs in collecting relevant information



Targets during Demeter operations



TARGETS DURING OPERATION DEMETER VII

• Export of plastic waste

• Export of waste of polymers of vinyl chloride to non OECD countries

• Export of copper waste  

• Export of pharmaceutical waste

• Import of F-Gases



TARGETS DURING PREVIOUS DEMETER OPERATIONS

• Export of used electrical and electronical equipment (WEEE)

• Export of paper and cardboard waste

• Export of sacks and bags used for the packing of goods 

• Export of plastic waste

• Export of pharmaceutical waste

• Import of ozon depleting substances

• Import of F-Gases



Cases of illegal shipments
during previous Demeter operations



Case 1
Illegal shipment of paper waste

to Ecuador



CASE 1
ILLEGAL SHIPMENT OF PAPER WASTE

TO ECUADOR

• Information on the customs declaration:

• Declared: 47079099 - Recovered (waste and scrap) paper or paperboard:

• Destination: Ecuador

• Net weight: 15,000 kgs

• Value: 2,510,65 USD

• Loaded in 1 container



CASE 1
ILLEGAL SHIPMENT OF PAPER WASTE

TO ECUADOR

• Information on the invoice:



CASE 1
ILLEGAL SHIPMENT OF PAPER WASTE

TO ECUADOR



Case 2
Illegal shipment of used parts

of motor vehicles to Madagascar



CASE 2
ILLEGAL SHIPMENT OF USED PARTS OF

MOTOR VEHICLES TO MADAGASCAR

• Information on the customs declaration:

• Declared: 87089997- Parts and accessories of motor vehicles

• Destination: Madagascar

• Net weight: 22,250 kgs

• Value: 6,000 EURO

• Loaded in 1 container



CASE 2
ILLEGAL SHIPMENT OF USED PARTS OF

MOTOR VEHICLES TO MADAGASCAR

• Information on the invoice:



CASE 2
ILLEGAL SHIPMENT OF USED PARTS OF

MOTOR VEHICLES TO MADAGASCAR



CASE 2
ILLEGAL SHIPMENT OF USED PARTS OF

MOTOR VEHICLES TO MADAGASCAR



Case 3
Illegal transhipment of paper waste 

from Canada to India



CASE 3
ILLEGAL TRANSHIPMENT OF PAPER WASTE 

FROM CANADA TO INDIA

• Information on the manifest:
• Description: Mixed papers in bales – waste paper

• Origin: Canada

• Port of transhipment: Antwerp - Belgium

• Destination: India

• Net weight: 501,780 kgs

• Loaded in 20 containers



CASE 3
ILLEGAL TRANSHIPMENT OF PAPER WASTE 

FROM CANADA TO INDIA

• Information on the invoice:



CASE 3
ILLEGAL TRANSHIPMENT OF PAPER WASTE 

FROM CANADA TO INDIA



CASE 3
ILLEGAL TRANSHIPMENT OF PAPER WASTE 

FROM CANADA TO INDIA



Case 4
Illegal shipment of “Kraft Bags”

to India



CASE 4
ILLEGAL SHIPMENT OF “KRAFT BAGS” TO INDIA

• Information on the customs declaration:

• Declared: 47071000

• Destination: India

• Value: 5,483,90 USD

• Net weight: 75,640 kgs

• Loaded in 3 containers



CASE 4
ILLEGAL SHIPMENT OF “KRAFT BAGS” TO INDIA

• Information on the Annex VII:



CASE 4
ILLEGAL SHIPMENT OF “KRAFT BAGS” TO INDIA



CASE 4
ILLEGAL SHIPMENT OF “KRAFT BAGS” TO INDIA



Case 5
Illegal shipment of “PVC” 

to Pakistan



CASE 5
ILLEGAL SHIPMENT OF “PVC” TO PAKISTAN

• Information on the customs declaration:

• Declared: 39041000 – Poly (vinyl chloride), not mixed with any other substances

• Destination: Pakistan

• Net weight: 35,170 kgs

• Value: 29,723 EURO

• Loaded in 2 containers



CASE 5
ILLEGAL SHIPMENT OF “PVC” TO PAKISTAN

• Information on the invoice:



CASE 5
ILLEGAL SHIPMENT OF “PVC” TO PAKISTAN



CASE 5
ILLEGAL SHIPMENT OF “PVC” TO PAKISTAN



Thank you for
your attention!

Questions?

Contact: dave.serneels@minfin.fed.be


