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Deforestation around the world

© Green Renaissance / WWF-US

According to FAO between 80-90% of deforestation is linked to agricultre expansion.

WWF 2021: Deforestation fronts: drivers and responses in a changing world

https://wwf.panda.org/discover/our_focus/forests_practice/deforestation_fronts_/
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What are the drivers?
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WWF 2021: Deforestation fronts: drivers and responses in a changing world

https://wwf.panda.org/discover/our_focus/forests_practice/deforestation_fronts_/
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Impact on people

• Land grabbing and forced evictions

• Threats and violence

• Loss of traditional livelihood and culture, 

• Water shortage and pollution

• ….

Deforestation impacts environment and People

Impact on the environment

• Loss of animal and plant species

• Fueling climate change

• Change in weather patterns

• Soil erosion

• ….
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Deforestation and its links to trade
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Benchmark of large scale, 

precise deforestation control 

of soy supply:

Region-District-Farm

Traceability is needed – and it works

© WWF

Unidades de Conservação - MMA

Terras Indígenas - FUNAI

Assentamentos - INCRA

Polígonos da Moratória da Soja - 2015

Limite dos Municípios - IBGE

Limite dos Estados - IBGE

Limite do Bioma Amazônia - IBGE

Deforested area with soy 

field, detected on Landsat



7

Traceability is reducing deforestation

After the traders agreed to the Amazon 

Soy Moratorium deforestation from soy in 

the Amazon decreased from 30% to less 

than 1 %.

At the same time, production of soy has 

also increased 4X in the Amazon (through 

using only existing agricultural land).

© Green Renaissance / WWF-US
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…but it is not only about forests

CERRADO
48% CONVERSION

~  1,000.000 ha/yr

LAND SPECULATION linked to SOY

MOSTLY LEGAL CONVERSION

AMAZON
12% CONVERSION

~  650.000 ha/year

LIVESTOCK AS MAIN DRIVER

MOSTLY ILLEGAL DEFORESTATION
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• Traceability and transparency of products to the farm level is possible. Technologies are available and already being 

used.

• Including traceability and transparency in legislation will help to  fight deforestation, especially in consumer 

markets.

• Customs plays and important role:

• Expertise and systems in place for effective enforcement of laws

• Controlling products before they are placed on the market – power to stop products before they enter the 

market

• Exchange with other customs and enforcement authorities to help detecting non-compliant products across 

countries

Links to the work of Custom authorities 
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