
1www.brsmeas.org @brsmeas

Melisa Lim

Secretariat of the Basel, Rotterdam and Stockholm Conventions

June 2022

MAKING THE HARMONIZED SYSTEM WORK
FOR REGULATING THE TRADE IN HAZARDOUS
CHEMICALS AND WASTES



22

THE BASEL, ROTTERDAM AND STOCKHOLM 
CONVENTIONS

A framework for life cycle 
management of hazardous 
chemicals 

Common objectives: to protect human health and the 

environment against hazardous chemicals and wastes

BRS
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KEY GLOBAL AGREEMENTS ON
HAZARDOUS CHEMICALS AND WASTES

The Basel Convention on the Control of Transboundary 

Movements of hazardous wastes and their Disposal

• Adopted in 1989; 189 Parties

• Hazardous wastes and wastes requiring special consideration (e.g household

waste, plastic waste)

The Rotterdam Convention on the Prior Informed Consent 

Procedure for Certain Hazardous Chemicals and Pesticides in 

International Trade

• Adopted 1998; 165 Parties

• 54 chemicals (pesticides or industrial chemicals)

The Stockholm Convention on Persistent Organic Pollutants

• Adopted 2001;185 Parties

• 31 chemicals
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Export/import/transit controls under the Basel 

Convention

Basel Convention contains a detailed Prior Informed Consent (PIC) procedure 
with strict requirements for transboundary movements of hazardous and other 
wastes (notification and movement documents). 

Right for each Party to prohibit import/export/transit of all or specific wastes 
and to add covered wastes (see national legislation).

Transboundary movements between Parties and non-Parties, including transit, 
generally not permitted.



Transboundary movements 
not following the 
appropriate notification and 
consent procedures or 
resulting in deliberate 
dumping of wastes 
constitute illegal traffic, 
which is to be considered 
criminal under national 
legislation
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Import/Export Controls under the Rotterdam Convention

Prior Informed Consent (PIC) procedure based on import responses pertaining 
to chemicals listed in Annex III of the Convention:

-Import responses are the decisions taken by Parties indicating whether or not 
they will consent to the import of chemicals listed in Annex III of the Convention 
and subject to the PIC Procedure.

-If a country responded with “no consent to import” for one or more chemicals, 
customs should control the entry of these chemicals in the country.
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PREVENTING RELEASE OF AND EXPOSURE TO POPS

Restrict 
production & use

Control 
trade

Manage 
wastes

• No reuse or recycling

• Destruction standards

• Identify contaminated 
sites
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HS CODES FOR 
HAZARDOUS CHEMICALS

• Shipping document for listed chemicasl should 
bear customs codes when exported 
(Rotterdam Convention Article 13)

• HS codes exist for all chemicals listed under the 
Convention

• http://www.pic.int/tabid/1159/language/en-
US/Default.aspx

• Majority of POPs are also listed under the 
Rotterdam Convention

• COP10: listing of decaBDE and 
perfluorooctanoic acid (PFOA), its salts and 
PFOA-related compounds

http://www.pic.int/tabid/1159/language/en-US/Default.aspx
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HS CODES FOR 
WASTES

• More than 60 types of wastes presumed 
to be hazardous under the Basel 
Convention

• Few cases of 1-1 congruence with HS 
codes e.g waste mineral oils

• Codes for electrical and electronic 
waste added in 2022 

• Proposed amendment for the 
identification of plastic waste

• Codes requested for 10 waste types 
including waste tyres, end-of-life 
vehicles



10

BRIDGING THE HS AND BASEL CONVENTION?

Scope

Wastes

Commodities

Definition

Intent; 
destination; 

complex
hazardous

characteristics

Physical and 
technical 

characteristics

Application

•National 
interpretation

Internationally 
uniform

BC

HS



Promoting the environmentally 
sound management of e-waste

• Basel Convention COP15: 

• all e-waste now subject to the 
PIC procedure

• Clearer description of 
hazardous e-waste

• Work initiated on improving 
implementation of PIC procedure

• Continue work on the distinction 
between waste and non-waste

• Work ongoing on updating 
hazardousness criteria
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Thank you for your attention

Melisa.lim@un.org


