
AELP Webinar
DEEP DIVE INTO EDUCATION FOR SUSTAINABLE 
DEVELOPMENT IN THE CURRICULUM



By the end of this session you should be able to:

1. Identify the new ESD professional standard for educators

2. Explain how ESD can be woven across teaching and 

learning practices

3. Develop ideas for how to enhance ESD provision in your 

own practice

4. Access tools and resources to help you
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What I’ve planned to cover today

1. ESD pedagogies

2. Sustainability in qualification specifications

3. Adapting the curriculum

4. Developing and using resources

5. Education spaces

6. Signposts to practical tools
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A new professional standard

PS#2: Promote and embed 
education for sustainable 
development (ESD) across learning 
and working practices.1

EDUCATION & TRAINING FOUNDATION 
1https://www.et-foundation.co.uk/professional-standards/ . See also 

https://www.et-foundation.co.uk/professional-standards/


“

What is ESD?

ESD empowers learners to take 

informed decisions and responsible 

actions for environmental integrity, 

economic viability and just society, 

for present and future generations, 

while respecting cultural diversity. It 

is about lifelong learning, and is an 

integral part of quality education.

EDUCATION & TRAINING FOUNDATION
1 https://en.unesco.org/themes/education-sustainable-development/what-is/esd

UNESCO, 20191

”



ESD presents a huge opportunity for the FE and Training sector…

Preparing 
our 5m+ 

learners for 
their 

futures

Developing 
the ‘green

jobs’  
workforce

Ensuring a 
just 

transition
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SOCIETY FOR EDUCATION AND TRAINING

Our vision

• FE and Training sector teachers, 

leaders, trainers and professional 

staff using education to meet society’s 

sustainability needs.

• FE and Training sector 

develops specialist sustainability 

skills which enable the green transition.​

• All learners are sustainability learners.

• Workforce across the sector is well 

equipped to embed ESD in their 

subject.​

• ESD is inclusive, for everyone.
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What this looks like in practice for educators
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Menti question: What types of knowledge, skills and behaviours
should a sustainability learner develop?



Multiple learning opportunities

Formal 
curriculum

Co-
curriculum

Subliminal 
curriculum
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Sustainability content in qualification specifications is low
https://www.et-foundation.co.uk/resources/esd/esd-research/
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A growing number of case studies
https://www.et-foundation.co.uk/news/case-studies/category/esd/
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It’s not just what you teach, but how you teach it

• Make it explicit 

• Solutions focus

• Local perspectives

- Site visits

- External speakers 

• Student led projects and 

activities

• Roleplay and use of 

scenarios 

• Links to enterprise and 

business

EDUCATION & TRAINING FOUNDATION



Examples of embedded sustainability in further education
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Menti question: What types of knowledge, skills and behaviours
should a sustainability learner develop?
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Creating 
sustainable 
educational 

spaces

Living labs

Modelling 
sustainable 

practice

Use of 
resources

Whole 
organisation 
approaches

Making your 
work visible

Creating sustainable education spaces



Mapping where you’re at and monitoring change
https://www.et-foundation.co.uk/resources/esd/esd-resources/map-the-curriculum-tool/
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Support that’s available

Research and insights
• Workforce opinion

• ^Curriculum audit

• ^Case studies

Tools
• ^Curriculum mapping

• Team prompts

• ^Sustainability qualifications list

• ^Subject specialism guide

Articles and podcasts
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CPD
• Webinar library

• *Online short course for educators, 

teachers and tutors

• *Leadership and Governance 

development

• *ITT support package

Community of practice and special 

interest groups

Bespoke support, training, sessions and 

consultancy



The most up-to-date information including research, 
resources and signposts – www.et-foundation.co.uk/ESD



Resources discussed in Q&A response

1. A Rounder Sense of Purpose

2. Education for Sustainable Development (qaa.ac.uk)

https://aroundersenseofpurpose.eu/framework/table/
https://www.qaa.ac.uk/quality-code/education-for-sustainable-development


Now you should be able to:

1. Identify the new ESD professional standard for educators

2. Explain how ESD can be woven across teaching and 

learning practices

3. Develop ideas for how to enhance ESD provision in your 

own practice

4. Access tools and resources to help you
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WATER QUALITY

DIGITAL LEARNING

RETROFIT

WASTE MANAGEMENT



ETFOUNDATION.CO.UK

Thank you
Any Questions?

Contact details

charlotte.bonner@etfoundation.co.uk

07395 247765

LinkedIn.com/in/charlottebonner24

@E_T_Foundation #ESDinFE

http://www.etfoundation.co.uk/
mailto:charlotte.bonner@etfoundation.co.uk


mailto:graham.hasting-evans@nocn.org.uk
http://www.nocn.org.uk/


Future Webinars

http://www.aelpwebinars.org.uk/sequencing-22
https://na.eventscloud.com/website/41658/
https://na.eventscloud.com/website/40616/
https://my.aelp.org.uk/default.html
http://www.aelpwebinars.org.uk/epao-22
http://www.aelpwebinars.org.uk/mh-22
https://na.eventscloud.com/website/40616/
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=N6iICVXPlUG6K1Kj5quFfk_YVYh6aQtPgsbh5EHRLctUQkxYTUpJQUZVRlYwWDlQQTNWUVVLSFVIQS4u&wdLOR=c9674B044-1007-4F39-B388-1334BDB11A1B
http://www.aelpwebinars.org.uk/tender-success-22
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=N6iICVXPlUG6K1Kj5quFfk_YVYh6aQtPgsbh5EHRLctUQkxYTUpJQUZVRlYwWDlQQTNWUVVLSFVIQS4u&wdLOR=c9674B044-1007-4F39-B388-1334BDB11A1B
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=N6iICVXPlUG6K1Kj5quFfk_YVYh6aQtPgsbh5EHRLctUQkxYTUpJQUZVRlYwWDlQQTNWUVVLSFVIQS4u&wdLOR=c9674B044-1007-4F39-B388-1334BDB11A1B
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=N6iICVXPlUG6K1Kj5quFfk_YVYh6aQtPgsbh5EHRLctUQkxYTUpJQUZVRlYwWDlQQTNWUVVLSFVIQS4u&wdLOR=c9674B044-1007-4F39-B388-1334BDB11A1B
http://www.aelpwebinars.org.uk/initial-assessment-22
https://my.aelp.org.uk/default.html
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=N6iICVXPlUG6K1Kj5quFfk_YVYh6aQtPgsbh5EHRLctUQkxYTUpJQUZVRlYwWDlQQTNWUVVLSFVIQS4u&wdLOR=c9674B044-1007-4F39-B388-1334BDB11A1B


AELP MEMBERSHIP

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

https://www.aelp.org.uk/membership


AELP Sector Forums & Special Interest Groups

my.aelp.org.uk/events
mailto:memberevents@aelp.org.uk
mailto:rdurber@aelp.org.uk


https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=N6iICVXPlUG6K1Kj5quFfiFJFnEDq-hMlAlXr_ArpbhUMUFGVE5XMUpRWjNaMVFJOTlTTTNDQkVTUi4u

