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Your 60-second trucking primer

Truckers as human infrastructure
“If you got it, a truck brought it”
2 million long-haul truckers

Political economy of trucking
Deregulation à high competition
Driver shortage and turnover

Trucking culture
95% male, autonomous, resistant, romantic
Trucking as manhood







“I resent the need for a black box on my truck to track what I am doing. I 
am a safe and honest driver.”

“I feel that I do not need a federal baby-sitter in the truck.… I know when 
I am tired and need to sleep without a black box to tell me when to 
sleep.”

“You know who pays the payments on that truck? Me. Who pays the 
insurance? Me. Who pays the cargo and liability? Me. Who pays for the 
fuel? Me. I’m not putting shit in my truck … where were you when I was 
behind on my payments because I had engine trouble … who paid that? 
Me. If I have an issue … who took care of it? Me. Wasn’t the government. 
… You can kiss my ass.”





“A computer does not know when we are tired, fatigued, or anything else. Any 
piece of electronics that is not directly hooked up to my body cannot tell me 
this.” (regulatory comment)



Robot, take the wheel?









A slope, not a cliff





3 models of integration



(1) the handoff: passing the baton







“By taking away the easy parts of his task, automation can make the 
difficult parts of the human operator’s task more difficult.”
- Bainbridge (1983)



(2) network coordination: divide and conquer













(3) hybridization: the rise of the RoboTrucker
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