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NIST Overview
30 experimental beam instruments/experiments

~ 240 operating days/year
> 3000 research participants/year
> 98% reliability



INSTRUMENT OWNERSHIP & ACCESS

INSTRUMENT OWNERSHIP

Facility-owned
Partnership-owned (participating research team): 

interagency partnerships (e.g. NSF/NIST CHRNS), 
consortium-owned (e.g. nSoft, iPRIME/ExxonMobil)

INSTRUMENT ACCESS

General user access (competitive proposal-based)
Collaborative access (merit based via instrument “owner”)
Consortium-based access
Partnership-based access
Proprietary access

6 instruments

1+ instrument (SANS)

1 instrument (SANS)

1 instrument (Imaging)
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WHAT COULD THIS LOOK LIKE FOR CANADA?

▪ Travel

▪ Staff at partner facilities 
▪ Administration 
▪ Instrument development
▪ Proposal system

⁞

Neutrons Canada

Beam time allocation dependent on investment

Shared operation of instruments and equipment
(many possible ways of doing this)

Shared development of instrument and upgrades

(many more ways of doing this)

Appropriate representation on advisory 
committees

Facility Partnerships
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NIST Upgrade Opportunities


